Welcome to the 35th Stated Meeting,
Greetings on behalf of the Leadership Team. Thank you to Dan Clark and the folks at Hickory
for their patience, understanding and cooperation as we scheduled, rescheduled and
rescheduled again.
We are embarking on a new format for our meeting and would ask that you give us a measure
of grace. Our “hybrid-meeting will consist of the regular format for our Stated Meetings and a
virtual format via Zoom. Our Stated Clerk-Elect, TE Dana Opp will be hosting the Zoom portion
of our meeting and Moderator TE Josh Brown will be moderating the in-person portion. Our
intention is to offer the next couple of Stated Meetings in a hybrid format. To that end, I will be
sending out a brief post-meeting questionnaire to gather your thoughts and ideas related to
this hybrid format. Please watch your email and respond.
Ray Kinat
Stated Clerk

35th Stated Meeting
August 8, 2020
Hickory Presbyterian Church
Hickory, Pennsylvania
Saturday
10:00 WORSHIP

TE Dan Clark, Host Hickory

Welcome, Opening Prayer
Declaration of Quorum &
Approval of Docket
Self-Introduction of Guests
Report of Church Development Committee
Report of Ministerial Committee
12:00 Break for Lunch/Instructions
1:00 Report of Ministerial Committee continued
Sierra Leone Update
Report of Business Committee
Report of Leadership Team/Stated Clerk
Announcements
3:00 Closing Prayer and Adjourn
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TE Josh Brown, Moderator
TE Josh Brown, Moderator
TE Chris Matthewson, Chair
TE Eric Toohey, Chair
TE Dan Clark, Host Hickory
TE Eric Toohey, Chair
TE Dean Weaver
RE Ray Kinat, Temporary Chai
RE Ray Kinat, Stated Clerk
TE Josh Brown, Moderator
TE Josh Brown, Moderator

Report of the Church Development Committee for the 35th Meeting of the P.O.A.
The CDC met in full via Zoom on April 27th 2020 and have met in teams since that time

Meeting Overview:
The main focus of our time together centered on how to encourage churches to maintain a
missional mindset during these historic times. We enjoy such a rich diversity of urban, small town, rural
and suburban churches within the P.O.A. and in that diversity we have the same call to contextualize the
ways we enter our different communities with the gospel. While it is certainly tempting to foster a
bunker mentality with a view to simply weather the storm, we must continue to prayerfully discern
where the Lord is at work and join Him as His bride.
Team Updates:
-

-

-

-

Church Planting: The Beaver Valley Network Church plant continues their search for a
church planter. They have narrowed it down to a candidate and are working with the
Ministerial Committee to discern a possible match.
Transitional Ministry: There will be a Transitional Pastor training on August 14-15 at
Bethany EPC in Mercer, PA. Please follow this link for details:
http://www.epcalleghenies.org/transitional.html
Church Vitality: During these historic times we encourage congregations to engage a vitality
coach to walk along-side your session. Please contact either Bob Stauffer
stauffer.ra@gmail.com or Christopher Mathewson cwmathewson@usa.net for details.
Church Viability: Several congregations within our Presbytery are facing the reality that they
are no longer viable mission fields. For some, Covid-19 has brought these concerns to the
forefront, for others, Covid-19 has simply confirmed what was already true. We are working
as a committee, along with the leadership team, to create a pastoral culture of helping
churches “die with dignity”. By this we mean, churches can embrace the act of closing their
doors with a missional mindset, gifting remaining assets to other ministries that are bearing
fruit and making a difference for the kingdom.
In some instances, there are challenges with the physical campus of churches that will soon
close. These challenges require careful attention as the Presbytery can not afford to inherit
structures that are not salvageable and inevitably bleed resources in an exponential fashion.
As a committee, we have worked hard to anticipate these instances and work with sessions
in advance. Currently we have teams/ administrative commissions working with:
o Fairview EPC
o Westminster EPC
o Connellsville EPC

We will meet again as a committee in early September (TBD) hopefully in person.
Respectfully Submitted,
Rev. Christopher W. Mathewson, Chairperson.
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Ministerial Committee Report
th

35 Stated Meeting – Presbytery of the Alleghenies – August 8, 2020
Members of the Ministerial Committee
Kay Atman – RE, Mt. Lebanon
Josh Brown – TE, Bellefield
Ed Carlsen – RE, Lancaster
Chris Curtis – TE, New Covenant
Richard Gash – RE, Bay
Scott Graham – TE, CUP

Bob LeSuer – RE, Redeemer
Tony Myers – TE, St. Paul’s
Bruce Tenenbaum – RE, Mt. Lebanon
Eric Toohey – TE, Bethel (Prosperity)
Carol Williams – RE, Bellefield

Meetings: April 21 and July 8, 2020 (business meetings over Zoom)
Announcements:
• We have begun working with a new counselor (Dr. Richard Hoffman) to complete the
psychological evaluations for our candidates.
• We have begun using a new company for background checks (Protect My Ministry).
• We strongly encourage teaching elders to take their time off and seek formal or informal
counseling so that they do not burn out during this exceptionally stressful time.
• We made personal calls to over half of the teaching elders in the Presbytery, and we
reviewed the feedback from these calls. We anticipate completing the calls before our
next Presbytery meeting.
• The Annual Pastors Retreat is tentatively scheduled for January 31 through February 2.
Active Pastor Search Committees within the Presbytery:
• Middle Sandy Evangelical Presbyterian Church (Homeworth, OH)
Actions Taken by the Ministerial Committee:
• Renewed TE Tom Burbridge as stated supply for Mt. Perry Evangelical Presbyterian
Church (Mt. Perry, OH) for six months ending October 1, 2020.
• Renewed Rev. Allan Brown as stated supply for Westminster Community Church
(Canton, OH) for twelve months ending February 28, 2021.
• Renewed Rev. Caleb Matthews as stated supply for Evangelical Presbyterian Stone
Church (Caledonia, NY) for six months ending January 8, 2021.
Omnibus Motion:
• Renew the call for Commissioned Pastor Dana Carpenter at the Isaiah Project under
the authority of Bay Presbyterian Church (Bay Village, OH) for three more years.
• Renew the call for Commissioned Pastor David Missel at Leicester Evangelical
Presbyterian Church (Leicester, NY) for three more years.
• Approve the following dissolutions where the pastor and congregation concur:
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•

o Bethany Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Mercer, Pennsylvania in a duly
called congregational meeting on February 9, 2020 voted to dissolve the call of
TE Peter Dembroski. TE Dembroski is without call.
o Connellsville Presbyterian Church of Connellsville, Pennsylvania in a duly called
congregational meeting on July 5, 2020 voted to dissolve the call of TE Suzanne
Zampella. TE Zampella has taken another call.
Approve the following calls that do not require examination:
o Approve TE John Bower’s new Out of Bounds call as a hospice chaplain at Grace
Hospice (Youngstown, OH). TE Bower began working February 3, 2020.
o The Session of Hudson Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Hudson, Ohio in a duly
called Session meeting voted to call TE William Rasch as Transitional Pastor. TE
Rasch began working March 9, 2020.
o The Session of Bethany Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Mercer, PA in a duly
called Session meeting voted to call TE Robert Stauffer as Transitional Pastor. TE
Stauffer began working April 1, 2020.
o Approve TE Suzanne Zampella to serve Out of Bounds as the Transitional Pastor
for First Presbyterian Church of Monett, Missouri (ECO). TE Zampella began
working July 1, 2020.
o Graystone Presbyterian Church (Indiana, PA) in a duly called congregational
meeting on July 26, 2020 voted to call TE Rob Sparr as Pastor.

Motions for Presbytery Approval Pending Examinations:
• We recommend Bruce Hemphill to be examined on views by the presbytery as a retired
teaching elder seeking transfer from the Presbytery of the Alleghenies (RPCNA) to
become an associate member of the Presbytery of the Alleghenies (EPC).
o Exceptions to the WCF: None
o Rev. Hemphill’s ordination was suspended by the RPCNA. This suspension was
a result of Rev. Hemphill submitting a paper to the presbytery asking for them to
study whether or not the Bible permitted women to hold ordained office in the
church. His suspension was upheld after appeal.
o Reviewing Rev. Hemphill’s case, the Ministerial Committee finds that the grounds
for his suspension do not constitute a disciplinable offense in the EPC.
Therefore, we recommend that the Presbytery examine Rev. Hemphill to receive
him and lift the suspension on his ordination.
•

We recommend Gregory Burdette be examined by the presbytery to become a
candidate under care of our presbytery.
o Church Membership & Endorsement: Bellefield (Pittsburgh, PA)

•

We recommend Peter Chace be examined by the presbytery to become a candidate
under care of our presbytery.
o Church Membership & Endorsement: Beverly Heights (Mt. Lebanon, PA)
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•

We recommend Joshua Hayes be examined by the presbytery to become a candidate
under care of our presbytery.
o Church Membership & Endorsement: Gateway (Slippery Rock, PA)

•

We recommend Jeffrey Newell be examined by the presbytery to become a candidate
under care of our presbytery.
o Church Membership & Endorsement: Covenant (Sharon, PA)
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CANDIDATE’S STATEMENT OF FAITH (PART 1) – MODIFIED FOR POA MC
CANDIDATE’S NAME: ___Bruce C Hemphill__________________

DATE: _04/14/20__

1. The Bible (Bibliology): I believe that the Bible is the only infallible source of revelation of the
knowledge of God and of his will. It is the only trustworthy source for our knowledge of Jesus, the
incarnate Son, who alone reveals the Father (Matt 11:27). The Bible was entirely written by human
beings under the managing direction of the Spirit of Christ who spoke in these authors (2 Tim 3:1617; 1 Pet 1:10-12 & 25; 2 Pet 1:20-21). The Bible, in its original documents, is without error in all
that it says and teaches. The Bible and Christ Jesus are both called the Word of God which feeds us.
2. God the Father (Theology proper): God the Father is often spoken of in the Bible as though his title,
Father, is synonymous with the title and name, God; yet, the Bible is also clear that the Father is no
more God than either the Son or the Holy Spirit; he simply stands as the representative of the Triune
God, especially with reference to the Son’s Messianic mission on earth. Jesus spoke of his absolute,
functional equality with the Father when he said, “whoever has seen me has seen the Father,” and,
“the Father abiding in me does his work” (John 14:9-10); thus, he implies that there is no part of the
Father which can or does have any other means of revelation than that which is manifest in the Son.
The Father shares this view with the Son in that he “loves the Son and has given all things into his
hand” (Matt 11:27; John 3:35; 5:19-20, 27), implying that the incarnate Son is equally capable of
and has authority for doing anything and everything the Father does. Jesus assures us that the Father
and the Son are “one” and that they mutually indwell each other both ontologically and functionally.
3. Jesus Christ (Christology): Jesus Christ is God-incarnate (John 1:14-18; Phil 2:6-8; Col 2:9), whose
mission on earth was two-fold: 1) to reveal God, and, at the same time, 2) to accomplish our
redemption. So that, first, everything we learn from him about God is equally true of all three
persons of the Godhead at the same time and in the same way; and, second, everything he did for our
redemption is also equally revelatory of the Father and the Holy Spirit. Jesus Christ is the only
Mediator between God and man. Since he, by his incarnation, is in himself both God and man, he
thus equally represents both God and man in our reconciliation. Christology is, thus, about both
revelation and redemption. Since the predominate view Jesus gives us of his own place as Son, in his
incarnation, is in the stance of deference or honor toward his Father, and since he is, in his
incarnation, the full revelation of the Father, that must mean that the Father also by nature takes that
same stance of deference or honor toward the Son (John 5:22-23, 27) and the Holy Spirit.
4. The Holy Spirit (Pneumatology): The Holy Spirit is the quiet person of the Trinity, being more
intent on making sure we know the Son and the Father than on making sure we know him. For this
reason it has historically taken the church longer to come to grips with what is revealed in the Bible
about him. Yet, the biblical claims about his divinity are clear: He, like the Son and the Father, is
given the Old Testament name of “Yahweh (LORD),” cf 2 Cor 3:15-18 (Acts 5:3-4; 1 Cor 12:7-11 &
18). The Holy Spirit is the one who energizes and shapes the church through the gifts of ministry
which he distributes among the saints (1 Cor 12:7-11 & 19-27), and he is the one who ties the saints
together in fellowship (1 Cor 12:13; 2 Cor 13:14; Phil 2:1-2; Eph 4:3, 5, & 13).
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5. Mankind (Anthropology): As humans we are creatures, made in the image of God, male and female
together, with the two-fold calling (1) to reproduce so as to fill the earth and (2) to exercise
dominion in the earth (Gen 1:26-28). The narrative of Genesis ch 1 places our creation as the climax
and culmination of its literary arrangement, exhibiting God’s purpose to delegate to us primacy and
responsibility for the rest of creation (Psa 8:5–6; Rom 8:18-25).
6. Sin (Hamartiology): Sin is breaking God’s Law, and breaking God’s law makes us guilty before
God (Rom 3:19-20), subject to sin’s stated penalty, death. In our first parents we all contracted
original sin, its corruption of our nature, and our consignment to death (Gen 2:17; Rom 5:12-14).
7. Salvation (Soteriology): Salvation is God gracious work of taking away our sin and giving us
eternal life, only for the sake of Jesus who died on the cross for our sins. In Christ we are said to
have died (crucified) with him in order that being raised with him we might live for God, for in the
death that he died on the cross he died to sin once for all (Rom 6:8-11). In salvation all of the effects
of the Fall, God’s curse, and his coming judgment are reversed and taken away (John 3:16). In the
resurrection of the last great day we shall be confirmed in righteousness, never to choose sin again.
8. Angels, Demons, and Satan: These are all created beings inhabiting the invisible realm, created to
fulfill various purposes of God with respect to the creation. Demons and Satan are rebels, fallen
angelic beings, having no hope of redemption. (Eph 1:20-21; 2:2; 3:10; 6:11-12; Col 1:15-20; 2:15)
9. The Church (Ecclesiology): The church is the body of Christ, made up of all those in every age,
before and after Jesus’ earthly life, who confess with their mouths that Jesus is Lord and believe in
their hearts that God raised him from the dead (Rom 10:6-13). This church is called to be one body,
undivided by disputes and dissensions (Rom 12:1-16;1 Cor 1:10-13; Eph 2:11-22).
10. Sacraments: Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are the means of grace whereby Jesus identifies and
feeds his own in the present world (Rom 4:9-12; 6:3-7; Col 2:9-12; and 1 Cor 11:17-34.
11. The Spiritual Life of the Believer: In our union with Christ, we have been raised up into a new
spiritual life now (John 5:24-25; Rom 6 – 8; 1 Cor 5:17-18; Eph 2:4-10; Col 2:9-15; 3:9-17), and we
have the hope of being resurrected bodily on the last great day (John 5:28-29).
12. Future Things (Eschatology): I am an “amillenialist,” believing that the six (6) references to “a
thousand years” in Rev 20:1-8 are all intended to be taken symbolically rather than literally, much
like each of the other three (3) biblical usages of that phrase (Psa 90:4; Eccl 6:6; 2 Pet 3:8). I also
believe that all of these uses in Rev 20 are, in some way, talking about Jesus’ management of the
devil and his works within our present age, the time from his first coming till his return in glory.
13. Evangelism: Several words are used in the Bible regarding spreading the Gospel, more or less
interchangeably: prophesy, preach, proclaim, evangelize, bear witness, and speak. This usage shows
it to be the work of all the saints and more particularly of the more gifted saints and church officers.
7

Statement of Faith - Gregory Burdette
The Bible
The 66 books of the Old and New Testament are the inspired, inerrant, authoritative Word of
God, preserved for all generations so that we can know who God is and the salvation he has
brought about through Jesus Christ.
God the Father
God the Father is the first person of the Trinity, and the creator of all things. His love for the
world caused him to set in motion his mission of salvation, calling a people to himself out of the
nations (the Israelites) and culminating in his sending of his Son into the world to save not just
the Israelites, but all who believe in the name of Jesus. He governs the world and history
through his wisdom and strength.
Jesus Christ
Jesus Christ is the second person of the Trinity, and is the savior of the world. Though he was
and remains fully God, he emptied himself by taking on the form of a human being, living the life
that we were supposed to live. He was obedient to the Father in going to the cross to become
the final and complete propitiation for sin. His resurrection is the firstfruits of his final conquering
of the grave, and those who trust in him for salvation are united to him and his resurrection also.
The Holy Spirit
The Holy Spirit is the third person of the Trinity, proceeding from the Father and the Son. He
applies the work of the Son to the lives of believers, and brings about repentance towards
salvation in unbelievers. He inspired the prophets of the Old Testament, and empowers the
Church to ministry through the giving of gifts, conviction of sin, and application of grace.
Mankind
Human beings are created in the image of God to have dominion over God’s creation,
stewarding it to for his glory. However, mankind chose to rebel against God, and now the image
of God in us is marred, though not fully destroyed. Evil has infected every area of our being,
and instead of our hearts being drawn towards the Lord, the inclination of our hearts is towards
sin. Apart from the work of Christ and the Spirit, we are unable to be reconciled to God and
conformed to the truth.
Sin
Sin is anything that transgresses God’s law or is against his character. With the fall, sin has
affected every part of the creation. The results of Adam and Eve’s sin has been alienation from
God, enmity between people, exploitation and antagonism with the rest of creation, and death.
Salvation
The Holy Spirit enlivens a person’s heart so that he, by faith in the finished work of Jesus Christ,
is justified before God and is adopted into the family of God. Through the saving work of Christ,
sin is atoned for, grace is given to the believer for sins past, present, and future, and the
righteousness of Christ is credited to the believer. Moreover, the believer is united to Christ,
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giving him power through the Spirit to live as Christ has called us to, as well as giving the
believer the hope of the resurrection that Jesus has already experienced.
Satan
Satan is a fallen angel and the primary spiritual force of evil in this world. He is the ruler of this
world in the sense that he has blinded and enslaved mankind to sin. However, he has been
defeated through the death and resurrection of Christ and will be finally defeated when Christ
returns. So, while Christians should have a healthy respect for his power, we should not fear
him, since his time is short.
Angels and Demons
Angels and demons are spiritual forces in the heavenly realms who affect and influence our
lives here on earth, but often remain unseen to us. Angels are messengers of God and agents
of his will to human beings. Demons are fallen angels who war against the purposes of God,
though ultimately like Satan their efforts will be futile.
The Church
The Church is the body of believers that God has called out of the world to be united to him
through salvation. The Church militant is the visible, gathered body of believers whom God has
called to be ambassadors of the Kingdom of God to all nations. The Church triumphant is the
elect believers whose work on earth is complete and who are resting in the presence of the
Lord.
The Spiritual Life of the Believer
Scripture tells us that each believer is to “work out your own salvation with fear and trembling,
for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure” (Phil. 2:12b-13).
This means that each believer must seek to work in tandem with the Spirit to apply more and
more the benefits of the gospel to his own heart. The Spiritual life of the believer then is
characterized by humble pursuit: pursuit because it is our calling, humble because it is
ultimately God that causes anything good to come of the pursuit.
Last Things
Believers eagerly look for the return of Jesus Christ, when every knee will bow and all will
declare that Jesus is Christ is Lord. At Jesus’ return, the Lord will judge all things. Sin, death,
Satan, and all those that have refused to submit to God’s salvation through Christ will be
banished from his presence, while believers will enter into God’s eternal rest, knowing him face
to face.
Evangelism
Jesus, before he ascended into heaven, commanded his disciples to go and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them and teaching them to obey all that he commanded them. That
command continues to be the heart of the mission of the Church militant, and the responsibility
of all believers everywhere. A healthy church must be practicing evangelism.

9

Candidate’s Statement of Faith
Peter Chace 06/27/2020
The Bible (Bibliology)
The Bible is God's authoritative Word and revelation of the Triune God through the dual witness
of the Old and New Testaments to mankind so that we might be equipped to do every good
work (2 Tim 3:16-17).
God the Father (theology proper)
God the Father is the eternal creator of all things. By His Will and Word alone is everyone and
everything brought into existence and sustained. Trinitarian in His Oneness, He is slow to anger
and abounding in love, merciful, just, and forgiving (Ex 34:6-7).
Jesus Christ (Christology)
Jesus Christ, God with us, Emmanuel, the Word made flesh, is the incarnation of the Living
Triune God made manifest in space and time in human form on earth, that He might fulfill the
righteous requirements of the law (Rom 8). Through his death we have forgiveness of sins and
redemption by his blood shed on the cross (Col 1:20), and by His resurrection we have new life
(Rom 6:1-14). He is the only Way, the fullness of Truth, and the Life everlasting (John 14:6).
The Holy Spirit (Pneumatology)
The Holy Spirit is the co-eternal member of the Trinity who proceeds from the Father and the
Son. Sent as the Advocate and Counselor, the Spirit indwells the hearts of believers and is
sealed in the sacrament of baptism, and leads us in the knowledge of truth and the bearing of
spiritual fruit (Rom 8:1-17).
Mankind (Anthropology)
Mankind, created in God’s image, male and female from the beginning, given dominion and
command to fill the earth and subdue it, are God’s craftsmanship and creatures meant for
relationship and a home with the Lord (Gen 1-2).
Sin (Hamartiology)
Through the disobedience of mankind, sin entered the world and affected the entirety of creation
(Gen 3). The wages of sin is death (Rom 6:23) and man cannot through any action satisfy the
demands for justice (Heb 10:1-18). The only hope for sin is found through the life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus Christ, and the forgiveness that comes through belief in His name.
Salvation (Soteriology)
Salvation is from God alone, through Christ alone. No will or action of man will suffice for
bringing about salvation, the forgiveness of sins, and life everlasting. It is only through the life,
death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ that mankind is saved (Acts 4:12).
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Satan
Satan is the real being who is the father of all that is in opposition to God. He is the prince of the
power of the air and the father of all who are disobedient (Eph 2:2-3), and he is the father of lies
(John 8:44). From the beginning he set himself against God, but from the beginning God has
promised to crush his head (Gen 3:15).
Angels and Demons
Angels and demons are the real beings inhabiting the world beyond our sight. Angels serve the
Lord, demons serve Satan. Our struggle is not against flesh and blood but against the spiritual
forces of evil (Eph 6:12).
The Church (Ecclesiology)
The Church is the bride of Christ and the people of the new covenant. Through the Church God
prepares a people for Himself, united to Christ, set apart to be His witness to the watching
world. Tasked with caring for the believer in her midst, testifying to the Good News of Jesus
Christ, and sharing this witness with the broader world, the Church is made up of many local
churches, denominations, and traditions. It is Christ who defines and unites His Church across
time and space.
The Spiritual Life of the Believer
Spiritual life is received through belief in the name of Jesus Christ and his life, death, and
resurrection. This life is sealed with the Holy Spirit at baptism and grows with the believer
through the ongoing work of sanctification by power of the Holy Spirit.
Future Things (Eschatology)
The redemption of Christ on the cross stretches to all of creation and will be consummated in
the wedding feast of the lamb in the new heavens and the new earth, when all things are made
new and God, His people, and His world are united forever (Rev 21).
Evangelism
The Church is commissioned to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ to the farthest reaches
of the world. “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age” (Matt 28:19-20).
Spiritual Gifts
The Lord has portioned different gifts to each member of the body of Christ. These gifts are for
proper worship of God, the mutual upbuilding of the Church, and the witness of God’s love to
the watching world (1 Cor 12-14).
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Statement of Faith - Josh Hayes
I believe…
All Scripture is the infallible Word of God, fully inspired by the Holy Spirit. It is the Truth to us about
God’s nature, character, and authority over our lives. It is a singular work comprised of the Old and New
Testaments. Scripture reveals God’s redemption of all things ultimately leading to the revelation of the
Living Word, the Lord Jesus Christ, our savior.
In the Trinity. God exists in three distinct but equal persons – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. God is the
creator and sustainer of all things. He created all things in a state of shalom. By His word, He upholds
all things. Nothing exists apart from Him.
God is the creator of humanity. Made in His image, our ultimate purpose is to bring Him glory and
praise. God is a giver; evidenced in His giving of life to humanity and the entrusting of His natural world
to them that they might steward it.
Humanity is the crown jewel of creation. Created to co-labor with God, our mandate is to cultivate His
world for the blessing of Him and others.
Humanity sinned through the manipulations of Satan and the disobedience of Adam and Eve. In
Adam’s sin, all sinned and through sin came death. “Death spread to all men because all sinned” (Rom.
5:12 ESV). So too, through this one man’s sin, all things fell into a state of sin causing hostility between
people and God, self, others, and the natural world.
God, in His grace, made a way for the redemption of all things from sin. The Old Testament reveals
and prepares God’s redemption promise. Jesus the Christ is the fulfillment.
Jesus is fully God and fully human. He is the incarnate word of God that created and sustains all things.
Jesus, born of a woman through the power of the Holy Spirit, given to humanity comes “full of grace and
truth” (1 John 1:14) to redeem humanity and His world. Jesus lived the life the first Adam ought to have
lived. Yet, Jesus offered Himself as a sacrifice for all. He bore the sins of the world upon Himself and
received God’s wrath and judgement upon the cross. He died and was buried. On the third day, He rose
from the dead demonstrating of His authority over death and power to provide new life. He sits at the
right hand of God the Father, where He daily intercedes on behalf of all those who believe in Him. He
will come again at the end of the age to judge the living and the dead.
The Holy Spirit is fully God. He was given to “convict the world in regards to sin and righteousness and
judgement” (John 16:8). To all those who believe in Jesus and confess Him as Lord and Savior, He
comforts and assures their salvation as He dwells within as a counselor.
Salvation is by faith alone and not by any work. We are freely justified through the work of Jesus.
The Church is God’s vessel to reveal His promise of redemption to the world. Believers co-labor with
Christ to make known His salvation, minister to the lost, and make disciples.
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Statement of Faith - Jeff Newell
Scripture
Scripture is the revealed Word of God. It is the clearest revelation of God and his nature and purposed
to man. It is truth, and thus deserves submission in all areas of life.
God
I believe in the one God. Eternally existing in three persons, God the Father, God the Son, and God the
Spirit. They are eternally sufficient, eternally loving, and eternally happy.
God is omniscient, omnipresent, omnipotent, sovereign, and holy. Being holy, he is the supreme object
of beauty and perfection in all of existence. He is also just, loving, gracious, and merciful.
At the proper moment in time, God the Son took on the form of man, accomplished redemption through
his life, death, and resurrection, then ascended back to heaven, to the right hand of God the Father.
The Spirit, the helper, is the gift of God that works to glorify the father and the Son. He indwells all
believers, convicts them of sin, and reveals God word to them.
Nature of Man
Mankind, male and female, was created good and free. They are the only creation describe as being
created in the image of God. Therefore, all humans have inherent dignity, value, and worth above the
rest of the created order.
However, in his freedom, man chose to rely on his own wisdom and understanding, leading him to break
the only commandment God had given him. Paradise was lost, the goodness of creation was fractured,
and toil and shame entered the world through sin for the first time.
Now, man is inherently fallen and in sin before his birth. Ever part of him is corrupted. He does not love
God and will never chose to freely love him.
The Gospel
Though man is sinful, deserving of judgment, by nature an object of wrath, God made his saints alive
with Christ through Christ’s work, his perfect life, wrath absorbing death, and resurrection to new life.
All those God foreknew he predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, to the praise of his
glory. This is a gift received by faith. Those God saves, he keeps.
Christian Living
The Christian, because of the plan of God, the work of Christ, and the indwelling of the Spirit is free and
empowered for good works. These works involve the work of the Spirit along with conscious effort. In
what will prove to be evidence of his salvation, he will put off the old man, and put on the new, bearing
fruit in every good work. He will strive to live his life in accordance with the revealed word and will of
God. He will join in with God’s church, His plan, His uniting of all things together in Christ. He with serve
faithfully with others in the Church, working for the advancement of God’s kingdom.
Though he will not reach perfection on earth, upon his death he will be perfected and with the Lord.
One day to return and rule and reign in the New Heavens and New Earth Forever.
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Business Committee Report
th

35 Stated Meeting – Presbytery of the Alleghenies – August 8, 2020
The Financial Reports for the month ending June 2020 are included in the packet. June
is the halfway point of our Fiscal Year. Given the current climate of the pandemic and
associated economic challenges, the POA’s financial picture is good. The numbers are
very close to the same time in 2019.
2019
2020
Income – $103,951.16
Income – $95,413.90
Expenses – $99,517.13
Expenses – $91,917.94
Difference – $4,434.03
Difference – $3,495.96
Our total cash on hand including restricted funds is $112,516.44.
We appreciate your continuing support of the ministry and mission of the Presbytery of
the Alleghenies through your Per Member Ask contributions.

We are presenting the DRAFT 2021 budget as a first read. The 2021 Budget will need
to be approved at the 36th Stated Meeting in October. The Leadership Team has
decided to hold steady and keep the exact same budget for 2021 as you approved for
2020.
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POA Draft Budget 2021.xlsx
Actual 2020

Proposed 2021

PMA
Clergy Retreat
Covenant, RS Support
Total

$ 190,000.00
$ 2,100.00
$ 25,000.00
$ 217,100.00

$ 190,000.00
$
2,100.00
$ 25,000.00
$ 217,100.00

Admin Staff
Stated Clerk
Administrative Assistant
AA Reimburse Expenses
Total Admin Staff

$ 15,000.00
$ 20,390.00
$
500.00
$ 35,890.00

$
$
$
$

Revitalization Staff
Salary
Housing
Benefits Retirement
Benefits Health Ins.
Benefits LTD
Benefits HAS
Benefits Life Ins.
Professional Expenses
Total Revitalization Staff

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

58,043.00
20,782.00
7,883.00
15,000.00
140.00
1,999.92
170.00
6,500.00
110,517.92

$ 58,043.00
$ 20,782.00
$
7,883.00
$ 15,000.00
$
140.00
$
1,999.92
$
170.00
$
6,500.00
$ 110,517.92

Employer Expenses
Payroll Taxes
Insurance W/C, D/O, G/L
Total Employer Expenses

$
$
$

1,377.00
3,500.00
4,877.00

$
$
$

1,377.00
3,500.00
4,877.00

Administrative Expenses
Office Supplies
Postage
Printing/Copies
Expense Reimbursements
Website
Total Admin Exp

$
$
$
$
$
$

500.00
100.00
100.00
3,000.00
1,800.00
5,500.00

$
$
$
$
$
$

500.00
100.00
100.00
3,000.00
1,800.00
5,500.00

Ministerial Committee
Committee Chair Expenses
Miscellaneous
Vocational Testing
TE Benevolence
TE Retreat

$
$
$
$
$

3,000.00
200.00
600.00
2,500.00
3,000.00

$
$
$
$
$

3,000.00
200.00
600.00
2,500.00
3,000.00

Income

Expenses
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15,000.00
20,390.00
500.00
35,890.00

POA Draft Budget 2021.xlsx
Background Checks
Admin Expenses
Travel
Total Ministerial Committee

$
300.00
$
100.00
$
500.00
$ 10,200.00

$
$
$
$

300.00
100.00
500.00
10,200.00

Church Development Committee
Committee Chair Expenses
Assessment Centers
Training/Informational Meetings
Boot Camp
Church Coach Expenses
Transitional Pastor Training
Miscellaneous
Travel
Total Church Development Committee

$ 3,000.00
$ 2,000.00
$ 1,500.00
$ 1,000.00
$ 1,500.00
$
500.00
$ 1,000.00
$ 3,500.00
$ 14,000.00

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

3,000.00
2,000.00
1,500.00
1,000.00
1,500.00
500.00
1,000.00
3,500.00
14,000.00

Business Committee
Audit
Travel
Miscellaneous
Communications
Total Business Committee

$
$
$
$
$

500.00
200.00
300.00
3,000.00
4,000.00

$
$
$
$
$

500.00
200.00
300.00
3,000.00
4,000.00

Treasurer
Moderator
Total Treasurer, Moderator

$
$
$

1,000.00
500.00
1,500.00

$
$
$

1,000.00
500.00
1,500.00

Total Church Planting

$ 20,000.00

$

20,000.00

Total Engage 2025

$

7,500.00

$

7,500.00

Total Trinity Reformed Track Support

$

5,000.00

$

5,000.00

GRAND TOTAL EXPENSES

$ 218,984.92

Income vs Expenses

$

$ 218,984.92

(1,884.92) $

(1,884.92)

Administering The POA

24% $

51,767.00

The Ministry of the POA

62% $ 134,717.92

Beyond the POA

15% $

THE BIG PICTURE - How do we use our funds
16

32,500.00

POA Draft Budget 2021.xlsx

THE BIG PICTURE - How do we use our funds

15%
24%

62%

Administering The POA

The Ministry of t he POA
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Beyond the POA
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Presbytery of the Alleghenies
Balance Sheet
GENERAL FUND 01, June 2020

Page: 1
Current Year

ASSETS
BANK ACCOUNTS
CHECKING ACCOUNTS
PNC Checking
PAYPAL
PayPal

$139,681.58
-25.56

TOTAL ASSETS

$139,656.02

LIABILITIES
CURRENT LIABILITIES
PAYROLL DEDUCTIONS
TAXES PAYABLE
Federal Withholding
Social Security
Medicare
State Taxes Payable
S.C. 1099 Withholding
Local Taxes Payable

$360.28
210.68
49.28
198.07
38.38
205.34

Subtotal Taxes Payable

1,062.03

OTHER DEDUCTIONS
Health/Life/LTD
Health Saving Account
Retirement Withheld

1,777.39
358.22
1,129.70

Subtotal Other Deductions

3,265.31

Subtotal Payroll Deductions

4,327.34

OTHER CURRENT LIABILITIES
POA Mtg Lunch Collection

112.45

Subtotal Current Liabilities

4,439.79

TOTAL LIABILITIES

4,439.79

NET ASSETS
UNRESTRICTED
Unrestricted Net Assets
DONOR RESTRICTED
TEMPORARILY RESTRICTED
Designated Giving
Seminarians Aid Fund
Pastor Support Fund
Cost Sharing - RS Support

$121,237.63

969.50
10,206.76
719.00
2,083.34

Subtotal Temporarily Restricted

13,978.60

Subtotal Donor Restricted

13,978.60

TOTAL FUND BALANCE

135,216.23
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Presbytery of the Alleghenies
Balance Sheet
GENERAL FUND 01, June 2020

Page: 2
Current Year

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCE

$139,656.02
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Presbytery of the Alleghenies
Income and Expense Statement
GENERAL FUND 01, June 2020

Page: 1

Year to Date Annual Budget Annual Budget
Budget
Percentage

Current Period

Year to Date

$17,297.52
0.00
0.00

$80,551.92
470.72
470.58

$94,999.98
1,050.00
0.00

$190,000.00
2,100.00
0.00

42.40%
22.42%
0.00%

17,297.52

81,493.22

96,049.98

192,100.00

42.42%

DONOR RESTRICTED
TEMPORARILY RESTRICTED
Mtg Worship Offerings
Cost Sharing- RS Support
Church Plant Fnd Income

0.00
2,083.34
0.00

604.00
10,416.68
2,350.00

0.00
12,499.98
0.00

0.00
25,000.00
0.00

0.00%
41.67%
0.00%

Subtotal Temporarily Restricted

2,083.34

13,370.68

12,499.98

25,000.00

53.48%

Subtotal Donor Restricted

2,083.34

13,370.68

12,499.98

25,000.00

53.48%

Subtotal Contribution Income

19,380.86

94,863.90

108,549.96

217,100.00

43.70%

INCOME
CONTRIBUTION INCOME
UNRESTRICTED
Per Member Asking
Clergy Retreat
POA Meeting/Lunch Fees
Subtotal Unrestricted

MISCELLANEOUS INCOME
Miscellaneous Income
RELEASE FROM RESTRICTIONS
TEMP RESTRICTED RELEASE
Designated Giving
Mtg Worship Offerings
Cost Sharing - RS Support
Church Plant Fnd Release

550.00

550.00

0.00

0.00

0.00%

0.00
0.00
0.00
-1,750.00

-46.00
-604.00
-8,333.34
-2,350.00

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%

Subtotal Temp Restricted Release

-1,750.00

-11,333.34

0.00

0.00

0.00%

1,750.00

11,333.34

0.00

0.00

0.00%

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00%

19,930.86

95,413.90

108,549.96

217,100.00

43.95%

EXPENSES
FIXED EXPENSES
PRESBYTERY STAFF
STATED CLERK
SC Stipend

1,250.00

7,500.00

$7,500.00
0.00

$15,000.00
0.00

0.00%

Subtotal Stated Clerk

1,250.00

7,500.00

7,500.00

15,000.00

50.00%

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
AA Salary
AA Reimbursable Expenses

1,699.16
0.00

10,194.96
121.90

10,195.02
250.02

20,390.00
500.00

50.00%
24.38%

Subtotal Administrative Assistant

1,699.16

10,316.86

10,445.04

20,890.00

49.39%

2,949.16

17,816.86

17,945.04

35,890.00

49.64%

5,143.66
1,425.08

30,861.96
8,550.48

30,862.02
8,550.48

61,724.00
17,101.00

50.00%
50.00%

RELEASED FROM RESTRICTION
Released from restriction
Subtotal Release From Restrictions
TOTAL INCOME

Subtotal Presbytery Staff
REVITALIZATION STAFF
STAFF SALARIES
RS Salary
RS Housing
RS BENEFITS
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Presbytery of the Alleghenies
Income and Expense Statement
GENERAL FUND 01, June 2020
Current Period

RS Retirement

Year to Date

Page: 2

Year to Date Annual Budget Annual Budget
Budget
Percentage

656.92

3,941.52

3,941.52

7,883.00

50.00%

1,413.60
12.92
166.66
13.26

8,357.14
77.52
999.96
79.56

8,481.54
77.46
999.96
79.50

16,963.08
154.92
1,999.92
159.00

49.27%
50.04%
50.00%
50.04%

2,263.36

13,455.70

13,579.98

27,159.92

49.54%

0.00

960.00

3,250.02

6,500.00

14.77%

8,832.10

53,828.14

56,242.50

112,484.92

47.85%

EMPLOYER EXPENSES
Payroll Taxes
Insurance (W/C,D/O,G/L)

129.98
0.00

779.88
1,644.73

688.50
1,750.02

1,377.00
3,500.00

56.64%
46.99%

Subtotal Employer Expenses

129.98

2,424.61

2,438.52

4,877.00

49.72%

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

330.55
0.00
0.00
259.98

250.02
49.98
49.98
1,500.00

500.00
100.00
100.00
3,000.00

66.11%
0.00%
0.00%
8.67%

0.00

900.00

900.00

1,800.00

50.00%

0.00

1,490.53

2,749.98

5,500.00

27.10%

11,911.24

75,560.14

79,376.04

158,751.92

47.60%

750.00
0.00

1,551.51
0.00

1,500.00
100.02

3,000.00
200.00

51.72%
0.00%

750.00

750.00

300.00

600.00

125.00%

0.00
0.00

0.00
546.00

1,249.98
1,500.00

2,500.00
3,000.00

0.00%
18.20%

Subtotal Member Care

0.00

546.00

2,749.98

5,500.00

9.93%

EXAMINATIONS
Background Checks
Administrative Expenses
Travel

0.00
0.00
0.00

0.00
0.00
0.00

150.00
49.98
250.02

300.00
100.00
500.00

0.00%
0.00%
0.00%

1,500.00

2,847.51

5,100.00

10,200.00

27.92%

750.00

1,500.00

1,500.00

3,000.00

50.00%

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
46.49

1,000.02
750.00
499.98
750.00
250.02
499.98

2,000.00
1,500.00
1,000.00
1,500.00
500.00
1,000.00

0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
4.65%

RS Health Insurance
RS Long Term Disability
RS Health Savings Account
RS Life Insurance
Subtotal Rs Benefits
RS Professional Expenses
Subtotal Revitalization Staff

ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSE
Office Supplies/Misc Exp
Postage
Printing/Copies
Expense Reimbursements
INTERNET
Website
Subtotal Administrative Expense
Subtotal Fixed Expenses
DEPARTMENTS/COMMITTEES
MINISTERIAL COMMITTEE
Committee Chair Expenses
Miscellaneous
CANDIDATE PREPARATION
Vocational Testing
MEMBER CARE
Benevolence
Clergy Retreat

Subtotal Ministerial Committee
CHURCH DEVELOPMENT CMTE
Committee Chair Expenses
COMMITTEE EXPENSES
Assessment Centers
Training/Information Mtgs
Boot Camp
Church Coach Expenses
Transitional Pastors Tng
Miscellaneous
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Presbytery of the Alleghenies
Income and Expense Statement
GENERAL FUND 01, June 2020

Page: 3

Year to Date Annual Budget Annual Budget
Budget
Percentage

Current Period

Year to Date

Subtotal Committee Expenses

0.00

46.49

3,750.00

7,500.00

0.62%

CDC COMMITTEE TRAVEL

0.00

0.00

1,750.02

3,500.00

0.00%

750.00

1,546.49

7,000.02

14,000.00

11.05%

0.00
0.00
0.00

0.00
0.00
0.00

250.02
100.02
150.00

500.00
200.00
300.00

0.00%
0.00%
0.00%

Subtotal Committee Expenses

0.00

0.00

500.04

1,000.00

0.00%

Communications

0.00

0.00

1,500.00

3,000.00

0.00%

0.00

0.00

2,000.04

4,000.00

0.00%

TREASURER
Software/Checks/Postage
Bank Account Fees

9.65
29.00

17.80
126.00

499.98
0.00
0.00

1,000.00
0.00
0.00

0.00%
0.00%

Subtotal Treasurer

38.65

143.80

499.98

1,000.00

14.38%

2,288.65

4,537.80

14,600.04

29,200.00

15.54%

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

0.00
46.00
604.00
570.00

250.02
0.00
0.00
0.00

500.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%

Subtotal Presbytery Meetings

0.00

1,220.00

250.02

500.00

244.00%

GENERAL ASSEMBLY
Miscelleaneous

0.00

600.00

0.00

0.00

0.00%

Subtotal Meeting Expenses

0.00

1,820.00

250.02

500.00

364.00%

14,199.89

81,917.94

94,226.10

188,451.92

43.47%

OTHER EXPENSES
CHURCH PLANTING/DEVEL
Church Planting
ENGAGE 2025
TRINTY-REFORMED TRACK
Reformed Track Support

5,000.00
0.00

10,000.00
0.00

10,000.02
3,750.00

20,000.00
7,500.00

50.00%
0.00%

0.00

0.00

2,500.02

5,000.00

0.00%

Subtotal Other Expenses

5,000.00

10,000.00

16,250.04

32,500.00

30.77%

19,199.89

91,917.94

110,476.14

220,951.92

41.60%

$730.97

$3,495.96

-$1,926.18

-$3,851.92

-90.76%

Subtotal Church Development Cmte
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
COMMITTEE EXPENSES
Audit
Travel
Miscellaneous

Subtotal Business Administration

Subtotal Departments/committees
MEETING EXPENSES
PRESBYTERY MEETINGS
Moderator Expenses
Miscellaneous
Worship Offering Dsbrsmnt
POA Meeting/Lunch Payment

Subtotal Expenses

TOTAL EXPENSES
EXCESS INCOME\EXPENSES
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Page:

Accounting Fund Balances

1

June 2020

Fund
01 - GENERAL FUND
January 2020 - June 2020

Totals
January 2020 - June 2020

Beginning
Balance

Direct
Transactions

Income

Expense

Transfer

Ending
Balance

134,485.26
131,720.27

0.00
0.00

19,930.86
95,413.90

19,199.89
91,917.94

0.00
0.00

135,216.23
135,216.23

134,485.26
131,720.27

0.00
0.00

19,930.86
95,413.90

19,199.89
91,917.94

0.00
0.00

135,216.23
135,216.23
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Establishing an Administrative Commission for Westminster Community
On July 1, 2020 the Leadership Team of the POA sent the following email asking for an
electronic vote:
To the Commissioners of the 34th Stated Meeting held at Mill Creek EPC on February 7 & 8,
2020.
Various members of the Leadership Team have been in communication with Westminster
Presbyterian Church in Canton, Ohio. TE Bob Stauffer has met with their Session. TE Eric
Toohey has talked with their Stated Supply, Alan Brown. RE Ray Kinat, RE Rick Blair and RE
Richard Gash met with their congregation. The result of these meetings and numerous phone
conversations is that on June 23, 2020, the Session of Westminster unanimously voted to resign including Stated Supply Alan Brown. As a result of their resignation, Westminster is without
leadership. The Leadership Team of the Presbytery of the Alleghenies has MOVED to appoint
an Administrative Commission. You, because of your attendance at the 34th Stated Meeting of
the POA, are a member of the official voting body on the motion. Please cast your vote today, so
we can move forward and help this congregation.

The Leadership Team of the Presbytery of the Alleghenies presents the following
motion for your approval (via electronic vote).
"In accordance with the Book of Order BOG 21-1A.2. and 21-1C.1.b. and the ByLaws of the Presbytery of the Alleghenies, the Leadership Team of the Presbytery
of the Alleghenies moves that an Administrative Commission be appointed at
Westminster Community Church: an Evangelical Presbyterian Congregation, in
Canton, Ohio. The purpose of the appointment is to act as the Session, which
resigned on June 23, 2020 along with Stated Supply Alan Brown. Furthermore,
the Administrative Commission is charged with determining the viability of the
congregation and its future as a POA/EPC church. Should it be determined that
the congregation is no longer viable, the Administrative Commission will work to
find a new church home for any remaining members. The
Administrative Commission will make final determination on the assets of the
church. Finally, the Administrative Commission will report all actions to the
Presbytery. The Administrative Commission will work to bring about a fair
solution in a timely manner, not to exceed one calendar year from the date of its
being approved by a vote of the Presbytery. The members of the Administrative
Commission will be TE Bob Stauffer, POA Church Revitalization Coordinator; TE
Thomas Sawyer, Retired; RE Forrest Norman, Hudson EPC; RE Rick Blair,
Tabernacle EPC; RE Jim Rimmel, North Park EPC.
Of the 98 Commissioners registered for the 34th Stated Meeting, 69 voted
electronically to approve the motion.
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Below is a report which states succinctly the current state of the Women’s
Resource Council of the EPC. Lynn and I are on the board of the WRC and we were
asked to report to our presbyteries. Her words stated it best.
Women’s Resource Council Report
The Women’s Resource Council (“WRC”) administers the EPC women’s ministry, The Well. It
was organized in 2015 for the purpose of offering print resources to women in local churches
on the EPC website, and hosting social media on Facebook and a blog. Unfortunately, EPC
women have not utilized these resources as hoped. As an example, average traffic to The Well
is .05% of 48,000 total hits on the EPC website.
The National Leadership Team and the WRC have concluded that women’s ministries are more
effective and viable when led by individual presbyteries and local churches instead of a national
council. Presbyteries are in a position to know more about the needs of local churches and can
assist with hosting Facebook pages for women and sharing resources for individual and small
group studies, retreats and conferences.
Currently the WRC has closed The Well blog. Facebook will continue through the summer. The
WRC has also committed to assisting with, and arranging for, speakers at connecting lunches
and ministry dinners for women during GA this June.
The WRC is an EPC permanent committee which means that closing the ministry must be voted
on at GA 2020. Following GA, and after all final expenses have been paid, the NLT will divide
the remaining WRC dollars in reserve among the presbyteries to be used for women’s ministry
in their various churches. A 2020 Report for Standing Permanent Committees about this
decision will be included with GA materials.
Written by:
Lynn Burdge
(Lburdge1@hotmail.com)
Central South Representative
Women’s Resource Council

Note that as a result of this change, the mission passes on to the local presbytery,
should it see the need and feel called to take the baton. Thank you for the
opportunity to share this important information.
Respectfully,
Marg Opp
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Leadership Team Report
35 Stated Meeting – Presbytery of the Alleghenies – August 8, 2020
th

We met on March 25th via conference call.
TE Josh Brown, RE Ray Kinat, TE Chris Mathewson, TE Eric Toohey, TE Dana Opp, TE Bob
Stauffer, Marlene Becker, Administrative Assistant, Excused RE Rick Blair, RE Bruce
Tenenbaum
• Reschedule Presbytery meeting to Saturday (1 day only), May 16th
•

Host a video chat for TE's on Wednesday, April 1 from 10-11 - Josh Brown to host.

•

Send out an email to Presbytery summarizing our Leadership Meeting, including
rescheduling Stated Meeting, informing them of the video chat, giving them EPC
resources for on-line giving/financial help and offering a pastoral message. Josh Brown
is writing a draft which will be circulated among the Leadership Team before going out
to Presbytery.

•

The Leadership Team will meet again, via Zoom - Dana Opp to host - on April 1 from
1:00 - 2:00. We will debrief the morning Zoom session with pastors and plan next steps.

We met on April 1st via Zoom.
RE Ray Kinat, TE Chris Mathewson, TE Eric Toohey, RE Rick Blair, TE Dana Opp, TE Bob
Stauffer, RE Bruce Tenenbaum; Marlene Becker, Administrative Assistant, Excused TE Josh
Brown
Update on 4/1/2020 Zoom conference Call with TE’s
• About 40 participated in the call and it was an encouragement to many. Agreed to
provide it again. Explore breakout sessions within Zoom for common concerns
Leadership Team Communication
• Send out an email encouraging participation in the Good Friday call to prayer
• Include resources from the EPC GA regarding communion
• Refer to business offering for technical assistance for virtual church
Update on 35th Stated Meeting
• Stated Meeting rescheduled with Hickory EPC for May 16 as one day with time from
10am to 3 pm. A breakout for Family, Youth and Children Ministry workers will still
be offered. The training for Clerks of Session will be postponed until the September
Stated Meeting.
Update on Golf Outing
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•

Outing benefiting EduNations originally scheduled for June will be rescheduled to a
late date in August pending confirmation with the Country Club.

We met July 1st via Zoom
Attendance: TE Josh Brown Stated Clerk RE Ray Kinat, TE Chris Mathewson, TE Dana
Opp, TE Bob Stauffer,TE Eric Toohey, RE Bruce Tenenaum, Marlene Becker,
Administrative Assistant. Excused RE Rick Blair
RE Ray Kinat opened in prayer
•

Ray gave an update on his meeting with Westminster Community Church. The
Session has resigned as well as the Stated Supply Pastor Alan Brown.
In consultation with EPC Assistant Stated Clerk, Jerry Iamerri we can use the
commissioners from the 34th Stated Meeting to call for a vote to elect an
Administrative Commission to act as the Session.
Dana Opp moved, Eric Toohey made the second
"In accordance with the Book of Order BOG 21-1A.2. and 21-1C.1.b. and the By-Laws
of the Presbytery of the Alleghenies, the Leadership Team of the Presbytery of the
Alleghenies moves that an Administrative Commission be appointed at Westminster
Community Church An Evangelical Presbyterian Congregation, in Canton, Ohio. The
purpose of the appointment is to act as the Session, which resigned on June 23, 2020
along with Stated Supply Alan Brown. Furthermore, the Administrative Commission is
charged with determining the viability of the congregation and its future as a POA/EPC
church. Should it be determined that the congregation is no longer viable, the
Administrative Commission will work to find a new church home for any remaining
members. The Administrative Commission will make final determination on the assets
of the church. Finally, the Administrative Commission will report all actions to the
Presbytery. The Administrative Commission will work to bring about a fair solution in a
timely manner, not to exceed one calendar year from the date of its being approved
by a vote of the Presbytery. The members of the Administrative Commission will be
TE Bob Stauffer, POA Church Revitalization Coordinator; TE Thomas Sawyer, Retired;
RE Forrest Norman, Hudson EPC; RE Rick Blair, Tabernacle EPC; RE Jim Rimmel, North
Park EPC.”
Leadership Team approved the motion

Other Business:
• TE Bob Stauffer – Thoughtful consideration needs to be given to the way forward
for future churches who are in vulnerable position to close. Emphasis on the
Presbytery walking with the congregation in those decisions.
• An Overture might be considered to the General Assembly regarding deposition
of church assets.
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August 8th - 35th Stated Meeting –hosted by Hickory EPC it will be a hybrid
meeting with Zoom.
RE Bruce Tenenbaum – closed in prayer
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Items Approved via Electronic Voting
• on February 27, 2020
§ Use of “Offering” taken at 34th Stated Meeting plus $406 from General
Fund to cover costs of Sierra Leone Leadership Training.
• on April 15, 2020
§ Postponement of May & September Stated Meetings
• on May 3, 2020
§ Use of General Funds to pay for PNC Wire Transfer Bill (Sierra Leone)
• on June 7, 2020
§ Appointment of George Ross to fill unexpired term as Treasurer of POA
• on June 19, 2020
§ Hold 35th Stated Meeting as a one day hybrid meeting (both in-person
and via Zoom).
Motion – The Leadership Team nominates George Ross to a full-term as Treasurer of the POA.
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Stated Clerk Report
th

35 Stated Meeting – Presbytery of the Alleghenies – August 8, 2020
Motion:
• Approve Minutes of 34th Stated Meeting which were posted on the our website 30
days prior to this Stated Meeting
Please send in your 2019 Session Minutes for review. Send them electronically to me at –
kinatpoa@gmail.com
In response to requests from Clerks of Session. I will be scheduling a Zoom Clerk of Session
Training. Clerks of Session, please watch your email for registration information.
Correspondence
• March 17 – Email from GA containing provisional opinion for virtual presbytery
meetings.
• March 28 – Email to Leadership Team stating Hickory can host postpone May 1 & 2 POA
meeting on May 16th.
• March 30 – Email from GA containing provisional opinion providing for the
administration of the Lord’s Supper during a virtual worship service. This will stay in
effect until the 40th General Assembly.
• April 1 – Email from GA – temporary issuance of Tax Exempt status for POA churches in
Pennsylvania.
• April 16 – Email from TE Denny Finnegan – Mansfield, unable to co-host 36th Stated
Meeting with New Albany, due to POA changing the date.
• April 18 – Email from TE David Milroy – New Albany, unable to co-host 36th Stated
Meeting with Mansfield, due to POA changing the date.
• April 21 – Email from TE David Milroy requesting clarification of congregational voting
procedures during virtual meeting.
• May 5 – Email from TE Marc Shefelton – Middle Sandy, question about Church
Membership Rolls
• May 13 – June 23- numerous phone conversations with RE Alan Brown, Stated Supply at
Westminster Community Church, Canton, Ohio – possible dismissal from EPC.
• June 2 – Email from POA Treasurer Neil Zampella informing me of his wife’s new call and
their upcoming move to Missouri in mid-July.
• June 3 – Email from TE Bob Stauffer recommending George Ross to fill the upcoming
vacated POA Treasurer position.
• June 4 – 9 – Emails to George Ross clarifying Treasurer position and informing him of
process moving forward
• June 7 – Email to Leadership Team requesting electronic vote to approve George Ross to
fill the unexpired term of POA Treasurer. The Leadership Team has the authority to fill
an unexpired term.
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June 9 – Email from TE Bob Stauffer concerning possible closing of POA church
June 9 – Email to RE Rick Blair concerning possible closing of POA church and
congregational meeting of said church on June 21.
June 11 – Email to George Ross informing him of the unanimous decision of the
Leadership Team to elect him to fill the unexpired term of POA Treasurer.
June 25 – Email from Mary Gillmore, Clerk of Session, Westminster Community Church
in Canton, Ohio informing the POA of the results of a Called Meeting of the Session of
Westminster on June 23 at which time the Session and Stated Supply Pastor
unanimously resigned, effective immediately.
June 26 – Email to Leadership Team, calling a Zoom meeting to deal with events at
Westminster Community Church in Canton, Ohio.
June 26 – Email from June Manderfield, Clerk of Session, First Presbyterian Church of
Bakerstown confirming their hosting the 37th Stated Meeting of the POA in February,
2021.
June 30 – Email to Chris Matthewson and Bob Stauffer informing them that Retired TE
Tom Sawyer is willing to be a part of the Administrative Commission at Westminster.
June 30 – Email from David Brown, Stated Clerk Midwest Presbytery of EPC seeking
Church Revitalization information.
July 1 – Email to Commissioners of the 34th Stated Meeting of the POA asking for their
electronic approval of the establishment of an Administrative Commission at
Westminster Community Church. Results of poll – 68 Yes; 1 Abstain MOTION Carried
July 7 – Email from TE Anthony Bianchini requesting Certificate of Ordination. He was
ordained at the 20th Stated Meeting of the POA.
July 7 – Email to Jerry Iamurai informing him of events at Westminster Community
Church in Canton, Ohio.
July 22 – Email from RE Stephen Ruscher, Bay Presbyterian – DRAFT of 2019 POA Audit
of Financial Statements.

Next Meetings
40th General Assembly – September 17 & 18 – will be a virtual meeting.
36th Stated Meeting – October 16 & 17, 2020 – hosted by Covenant EPC in Sharon, PA
37th Stated Meeting – February, 2021 – hosted by First Presbyterian Bakerstown, PA.
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